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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/28/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

• Applicants amended claims 1, 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 15, and canceled claim 21 in 
the amendment filed on 10/28/05. The previous rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
and second paragraph, have been withdrawn. 

• Applicant's arguments filed 10/28/2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

As argued by applicants at page 9 lines 7-10 and 18-21 of the Remarks: 

(1 ) The independent claims 1, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15 and 22 have been amended to recite the graphical 
comparison of retrieval key images and images stored in an image database in order to determine if any 
of the images contain facial images analogous to the facial image data used to create the retrieval key 
images. Kinjo does not disclose or suggest such a feature. 



(2) Furthermore, applicants have amended the independent claims to recite selecting facial image 
data by selecting a point in an image, determining if the point is part of a facial image and then 
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selecting the facial image, wherein these steps are performed contemporaneously. No such features 
are disclosed or suggested by Kinjo. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

(1 ) The Kinjo technique of comparison is graphical comparison. As shown in FIG. 
13, designated patterns of an image are captured at block 201 , an original image from 
database is capture at block 203, the designated patterns of query image is compared 
with the original image at block 204. Thus, The Kinjo technique of comparison is graphical 

comparison. 

(2) In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., selecting the facial image) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims 
are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). 

Kinjo teaches the Claimed selecting facial image data by selecting a point in an image, determining 



if the point is part of a facial image. 


selecting facial image data by selecting a point in an 


As in FIGS. 1 and 2, and at Col. 10, Lines 44-51, 


image, 


Kinjo teaches that predetermined specific 




geometric figure, e.g., circle, is extracted by using a 




mouse. 




As seen, by using a mouse to extract a circle, a 




starting point must be selected and the starting 
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point is contained in the image, e.g., FIG. 1. 


determining if the point is part of a facial image. 


As further disclosed by Kinjo at Col. 1 1 , Lines 1- 




14, as in FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing 




figure does not match with the predetermined 




specific figure. 




Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial i 




image, the drawing circle that includes the starting 




point is determined if it matches with the 




predetermined circle represents the facial image. In 




other words, this technique performs the claimed 




determining if the point is part of a facial image. 



In view of the above, the examiner contends that the claimed selecting facial image 

data by selecting a point in an image, determining if the point is part of a facial image is taught by KinjO. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 7 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: said 

extracted designated facial image BS in Claim 7 (designated facial image data Was extracted in the Step 

of extracting), and a facial image at line 6 of claim 22 ("facial image" at line 5 is the "facial 
image" at lines 4 and 5, "the facial image" is suggested). Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Duplicate Claims, Warning 

Applicant is advised that should claims 1 1 and 12 be found allowable, claims 1 , 
7, 8, 15 and 22 will be objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate 
thereof. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in 
content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is 
proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of 
the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in 
such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 



As in Claim 1, the Claimed determining if the selected point is included in a portion of the image 
that is facial image data, designating the facial image data comprising the selected point as designated facial image 
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data when the point is selected, if the selected point is determined to be within a portion of the image that is facial 
image data; extracting the designated facial image data from the images when it is determined that the selected 
point is within a portion of the image that is facial image data Was not described in the Specification. 

As in Claim 7, the Claimed selecting a point in at least one of a plurality of images registered in 

the image database; determining if the selected point is part of a facial image when the point is selected; 
designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a facial image; extracting 
the designated facial image data when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image Was 

not described in the specification. 

As in Claim 8, the Claimed determining that facial image data comprises the selected point, 
and the facial image data is extracted when the point is selected was not described in the 

specification. 

As in Claim 11, the Claimed determining if a facial image comprises the selected point when 

the point is selected; designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a 
facial image; extracting the designated facial image data from a plurality of items of image data registered in 
the image database when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image W3S not 

described in the specification. 

As in Claim 12, the Claimed determining that facial image data comprises the selected point, and 
the facial image data is extracted when the point is selected was not described in the Specification. 
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As in Claim 15, the Claimed determining if a facial image comprises the selected point when 

the point is selected; designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a 
facial image; extracting the designated facial image data from a plurality of items of image data registered in 
the image database when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image Was not 

described in the specification. 

As in Claim 22, the Claimed determining that a facial image comprises the selected point, and 
the facial image is extracted when the point is selected W3S not described in the Specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4, 5 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation said more than one designated facial image. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim 5, 
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• the clause said designated retrieval key image for retrieving references to at 
least two "designated retrieval key images" as in claim 4 and claim 1 . It is unclear 
what item is being referenced; 

• the clause said retrieval hey image for retrieving references to at least 
two "retrieval key image" as in claim 4 and claim 1. It is unclear what item is 
being referenced. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation the stored extracted image data in the step of designating 
a retrieval key image. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 8, 12 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As set forth in MPEP 2106 (IV) (B) (2) (a): 

A machine is "a concrete thing, consisting of parts or of 
certain devices and combinations of devices. " Burr v. Duryee, 
68 U.S. (1 Wall.) 531, 570 (1863). 
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If a claim defines a useful machine or manufacture by 
identifying the physical structure of the machine or 
manufacture in terms of its hardware or hardware and software 
combination, it defines a statutory product. See, e.g., Lowry, 
32 F.3d at 1583, 32 USPQ2d at 1034-35; Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 
1361-62, 31 USPQ2d at 1760. 

Claims 1, 8, 12 and 22 are apparatus claims, e.g., image data retrieval 
apparatus, but the recited elements of claims 1 , 8, 12 and 22 are software. Thus, claims 
1 , 8, 12 and 22 are directed to software perse, and non-statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1, 3-8, 11, 12, 15-17, 19, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Kinjo [USP 6,813,395 B1]. 

Regarding Claim 1 , KinjO teaches an image data retrieval apparatus for retrieving desired 
image data from an image database having a plurality of images registered therein (Col. 1 0, Lines 34-39), 
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wherein at least one of the images comprises facial image data (FIG. 1, item 12). The Kinjo apparatus 

includes: 

an extractor for 

selecting a point contained in at least one of said images (FIGS. 1 and 2, Col. 10, Lines 44-51 , 

Kinjo teaches that predetermined specific geometric figure, e.g., circle, is extracted by 
using a mouse. As seen, by using a mouse to extract a circle, a starting point must be 
selected and the starting point is contained in the image, e.g., FIG. 1), 

determining if the selected point is included in a portion of the image that is facial image data (Col . 

1 1 , Lines 1-14, as in FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with 
the predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial image 
as facial image data, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it 
matches with the predetermined circle represents the facial image data), 

designating the facial image data comprising the selected point as designated facial image data when the 
point is selected, if the selected point is determined to be within a portion of the image that is facial image data (if 
the selected point is determined to be within a portion of the image that is facial image data 3S disCUSSed 

above, Kinjo discloses the facial image as facial image data is designated as designated facial 

image data when the point is selected at Col. 1 0, Lines 39-51 ), and 

extracting the designated image data from the at least one of said images when it is determined that the 
selected point is within a portion of the image that is facial image data (when it is determined that the selected 
point is within a portion of the image that is facial image data 3S diSCUSSed above, Kinjo discloses the 
designated facial image as designated facial image data is extracted from the at least one of said images 

at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 
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a retrieval key image designator for designating said extracted facial image data as a retrieval key image 

(Col. 13, Lines 45-54); 

a retriever for graphically comparing said retrieval key image to at least one other image in the image 
database and retrieving from said image database an image containing facial image data that is identical or 
analogous to said retrieval key image based on said graphically comparison (Col. 1 3, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 7, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and program 
for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The 
Kinjo program includes the steps of: 

selecting a point in at least one of a plurality of images registered in the image database (a plurality of 
images registered in the image database \S disclosed at Col. 10, Lines 34-39. As in FIGS. 1 

and 2, Col. 10, Lines 44-51, Kinjo teaches that predetermined specific geometric 
figure, e.g., circle, is extracted by using a mouse. As seen, by using a mouse to 
extract a circle, a starting point must be selected and the starting is contained in the 
image, e.g., FIG. 1); 

determining if the selected point is part of a facial image when the point is selected (Col. 1 1 , 

Lines 1-14, as in FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with 
the predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial 
image, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it matches 
with the predetermined circle represents the facial image)] 

designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a facial image (if 

the point is part of a facial image as discussed above, Kinjo discloses the facial image is 
designated as designated facial image data at Col. 10, Lines 39-51); 
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extracting the designated facial image data when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial 
image {when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image as diSCUSSed above, KinjO 

discloses the designated facial image as designated facial image data is extracted at Col. 10, 
Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

designating said extracted designated facial image as a retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 45-54); 

graphically comparing said retrieval key image to at least one other image and retrieving from said 
image database an image containing a facial image identical or analogous to said retrieval key image based on 
said graphical comparison (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 8, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and program 
for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The 
Kinjo apparatus includes: 

a retrieval key image extractor for extracting facial image data from said plurality of items of image data 

registered in said image database (Kinjo discloses images as image data is stored in database at 
Col. 1 0, Lines 36-39. Kinjo further discloses a circle as in FIG. 3 as facial image data from 
facial image, mountain, building of FIG. 1 as said plurality of items of image data is extracted 
at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

wherein said facial image data is selected by selecting a point within an item of image data 

{within an item, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1, oj image data, e.g., FIG. 1, Kinjo teaches 
that predetermined specific geometric figures, e.g., circle, is extracted by using a 
mouse at FIGS. 1 and 2, Col. 10, Lines 44-51. As seen, by using a mouse to 
extract a circle as facial image data, a starting point must be selected and the 
starting point is within an item of image data, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1) and 
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determining that facial image data comprises the selected point (Col. 11, Lines 1-14, as in FIG. 

3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with the predetermined 
specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial image, the drawing 
circle that includes the starting point is determined if it matches with the 

predetermined Circle represents the facial image data), and the facial image data is extracted 
when the point is selected (when the point is selected 3S diSCUSSed above, KinjO discloses the 

circle as facial image data is extracted at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16- 
40); 

a storage for storing said extracted facial image data therein (Col. 12, Lines 42-52); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating a retrieval key image from the stored extracted facial 

image data (Col. 13, Lines 16-25, Lines 45-54); 

a retriever for graphically comparing said designated retrieval key image to more than one item of image 
data and retrieving from said image database more than one item of image data containing facial image data 
identical or analogous to said retrieval key image based on said graphical comparison (Col. 13, Lines 50- 

65). 

Regarding claim 11, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and 
program for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34- 
39). The Kinjo program includes the steps of: 

selecting a point contained in at least one of a plurality of items of image data registered in the image 

database (Kinjo discloses images as image data is stored in database at Col. 10, Lines 36- 
39, Kinjo further discloses that in at least one of a plurality of items, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1 , 
of image data, e.g., FIG. 1, designated searching patterns, e.g., a circle represents facial 
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image, can be implemented by using a mouse at Col. 10, 39-45. As seen, by using a 
mouse to designate a searching pattern, a starting point must be selected and the 
starting point is contained in an item of image data, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1); 

determining if a facial image comprises the selected point when the point is selected (Col. 1 1 , 

Lines 1-14, as in FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with 
the predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial 
image, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it matches 
with the predetermined circle represents the facial image); 

designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a facial image (if 

the point is part of a facial image as discussed above, Kinjo discloses the facial image is 
designated as designated facial image data at Col. 10, Lines 39-51); 

extracting the designated facial image data from a plurality of items of image data registered in 
the image database when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image (when it is determined 
that the selected point is part of a facial image as diSCUSSed above, Kinjo further discloses the 
designated facial image as designated facial image data is extracted from a plurality of items of image 
data registered in the image database 3t Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

storing in a storage said extracted designated facial image data (Col. 12, Lines 42-52); 

designating a retrieval key image from the stored extracted image data (Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6-25, 

Lines 45-54); 

graphically comparing said designated retrieval key image to at least one other item of image data and 
retrieving from said image database more than one item of image data that contains a facial image identical or 
analogous to said retrieval key image based on said graphical comparison (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 
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Regarding claim 12, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and 
program for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34- 
39). The Kinjo apparatus includes: 

a retrieval key image extractor for extracting facial image data from said plurality of items of image data 

registered in said image database (Kinjo discloses images as image data is stored in database at 
Col. 10, Lines 36-39. Kinjo further discloses a circle as in FIG. 3 as facial image data from 
facial image, mountain, building of FIG. 1 as said plurality of items of image data is extracted 
at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40), 

wherein said facial image data is selected by selecting a point within at least one of the items of 
imagedata (within at least one of the items , e.g., facial image Of FIG. 1, of image data, e.g., 

FIG. 1 , Kinjo teaches that predetermined specific geometric figures, e.g., circle, is 
extracted by using a mouse at FIGS. 1 and 2, Col. 10, Lines 44-51. As seen, by 
using a mouse to extract a circle as facial image data, a starting point must be 
selected and the starting point is within an item of image data, e.g., facial image of 
FIG. 1)and 

determining that facial image data comprises the selected point (Col. 11, Lines 1-14, as in 

FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with the 
predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial 
image, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it 
matches with the predetermined circle represents the facial image data), and 

the facial image data is extracted when the point is selected (when the point is selected as 

discussed above, Kinjo discloses the circle as facial image data is extracted at Col. 
10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 
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a storage for storing extracted facial image data from at least two items of image data therein (Col . 

12, Lines 42-52); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating more than one retrieval key image from the stored 

extracted facial image data (Col. 13, Lines 16-25, Lines 45-54); 

a retriever for graphically comparing said more than one designated retrieval key images to more than 
one item of image data and retrieving from said image database image data containing an image identical or 
analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 15, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and 
program for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34- 
39). The Kinjo apparatus includes: 

selecting a point contained in at least one of a plurality of items of image data registered in the image 

database (Kinjo discloses images as image data is stored in database at Col. 10, Lines 36- 
39, Kinjo further discloses that in at least one of a plurality of items, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1 , 
of image data, e.g., FIG. 1, designated searching patterns, e.g., a circle represents facial 
image, can be implemented by using a mouse at Col. 10, 39-45. As seen, by using a 
mouse to designate a searching pattern, a starting point must be selected and the 
starting point is contained in an item of image data, e.g., facial image of FIG. 1); 

determining if a facial image comprises the selected point when the point is selected (Col. 1 1 , 

Lines 1-14, as in FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with 
the predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial 
image, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it matches 
with the predetermined circle represents the facial image)] 
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designating the facial image as designated facial image data if the point is part of a facial image (if 

the point is part of a facial image as discussed above, Kinjo discloses the facial image is 
designated as designated facial image data at Col. 10, Lines 39-51); 

extracting the designated facial image data from a plurality of items of image data registered in the image 
database when it is determined that the selected point is part of a facial image (when it is determined that the 

selected point is part of a facial image as discussed above, Kinjo further discloses the designated 

facial image as designated facial image data \S extracted from a plurality of items of image data registered 

in the image database at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

storing in a storage extracted facial image data from more than one of said plurality of items of image 

data (Col. 12, Lines 42-52); 

designating more than one retrieval key image from the stored extracted facial image data (Col. 1 3, 

Lines 1 6-25, Lines 45-54); » 

graphically comparing said more than one designated retrieval key image to more than one item of 
image data and retrieving from said image database items of image data containing a facial image identical or 
analogous to said retrieval key image based on said graphical comparison (Col. 1 3, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 22, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus for 
retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The Kinjo 
apparatus includes: 

an extractor for extracting a facial image from said image data registered in said image database 

(Kinjo discloses images as image data is stored in database at Col. 10, Lines 36-39. Kinjo 
further discloses a circle as facial image is extracted at Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, 
Lines 16-40), 
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wherein said facial image is selected by selecting a point within the image data {within the image 

data, e.g., FIG. 1, Kinjo teaches that predetermined specific geometric figures, 
e.g., circle, is extracted by using a mouse at FIGS. 1 and 2, Col. 10, Lines 44-51. 
As seen, by using a mouse to extract a circle &s facial image, a starting point must 
be selected and the starting point is within image data, e.g., FIG. 1) and 

determining that a facial image comprises the selected point (Col. 11, Lines 1-14, as in 

FIG. 3, error is detected if the drawing figure does not match with the 
predetermined specific figure. Thus, by drawing a circle to extract the facial 
image, the drawing circle that includes the starting point is determined if it 
matches with the predetermined circle represents the facial image), and 

the facial image is extracted when the point is selected (when the point is selected 3S 

discussed above, Kinjo discloses the circle as facial image is extracted at Col. 10, 
Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating said extracted facial image as an image serving as a 
retrieval key (Col. 10, Lines 39-51); 

a retriever for using said retrieval key image to retrieve from said image database image data containing 
facial images identical or analogous to said retrieval key image, wherein said retriever graphically compares said 
retrieval key image to at least one other item of image data registered in the image database to identify images 
having facial images identical or analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 3, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo further discloses the step of designating more than one 

said retrieval key image (FIG. 2, Col.10, Lines 39-67). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo does not explicitly discloses the step of extracting more 

than one designated facial from said images in said image database for storage and designating a desired 
retrieval key image from said more than one designated facial image. However, TABLE 1 is the 

database that contains designated facial images (Col. 14, Lines 46-55), and if another 
figure contains another person, more than designated facial images are extracted as 
discussed in claim 1 for storing in TABLE 1 , but only one retrieval key for a particular 
figure is designated for searching. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include the step of extracting more than 
one designated facial image but only one retrieval key image is designated for 
searching in order to reuse calculated data. 

Regarding claim 5, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 4, Kinjo further discloses the claimed retriever uses said designated 

retrieval key image to retrieve more than one image containing facial image data identical or analogous to said 
retrieval key image (FIG. 5, Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 6, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 4, Kinjo further discloses the step of designating more than one 

retrieval key image (Col. 13, Lines 16-25, Lines 45-54). 
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Regarding claim 16, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo further discloses 

an image obtainer for obtaining information corresponding to an image (Col. 12, Lines 40-47); 
a table for having recorded therein said information and an image serving as a retrieval key, correlated 
with each other (TABLE 1, Col. 13); 

a converter for referring to said table to convert said information to a retrieval key image (Col . 1 2, 

Line 47-Col. 13, Line 15). 

Regarding claim 17, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 16, Kinjo further discloses the technique of obtaining more than 

one item of information (Col. 12, Lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 19, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 18, Kinjo further discloses the technique of obtaining 
information in a form of a name of a person (Col. 12, Lines 23-35). 

Regarding claim 20, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 7, Kinjo further discloses: 

obtaining information corresponding to an image (Col. 1 2, Lines 40-47); 
converting said information to a retrieval key image with reference to a table having recorded therein 
said information and the retrieval key image, correlated with each other (TABLE 1 , Col. 12, Line 47-Col. 

13, Line 15). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4040. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JEFFREY A. GAFFIN can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). n 
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